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BCC 2021-161 
June 29, 2021 

 
Secretary Peter Buttigieg 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Re:  Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant Program 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
As the Missoula Board of County Commissioners, we are writing to express our support for the Park 
County/Big Sky Passenger Rail Authority (BSPRA) RAISE Grant Program Planning proposal. The 
proposed study seeks to produce a socio-economic plan focusing on reintroducing passenger rail 
services in a very heavily traversed corridor in the southern region of Montana, following the same route 
used during the eight-years when passenger rail services were offered between 1971 and 1979. The 
project will combine multiple county resources and staffing and advances the five primary selection 
criteria directed by the U.S. Department of Transportation, with particular emphasis on safety, quality of 
life and economic competitiveness. The development of the plan also fulfills secondary criteria 
encompassing a broad and resourceful partnership, currently involving 13 Montana counties, with 
additional counties expressing interest in joining the Authority. 
 
The Park County/BSPRA proposal requests funding assistance for a socio-economic study highlighting 
feasibility, route descriptions, existing railroad operations, stations, projected schedules, ridership and 
financial analyses, capital costs and implementation requirements, stakeholder outreach and public 
benefits of expanded passenger rail service to rural areas or towns in many southern and central counties 
of Montana. The ultimate goal is a transformational project for the state, establishing safe, reliable and 
affordable inter-city, long-distance passenger rail service through southern Montana. 
 
The BSPRA is comprised of counties that represent urban and rural areas, all united around the desire 
to see passenger rail restored to southern Montana. The restoration of the North Coast Hiawatha route 
would provide significant environmental and economic benefits to not only Missoula County but to all of 
southern Montana. We appreciate your consideration of this request.  
 
 
      

Sincerely, 
 
     BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
     __________________________________ 
     Dave Strohmaier, Chair 
 
     __________________________________ 
     Josh Slotnick, Commissioner 
 
     __________________________________ 
     Juanita Vero, Commissioner 
 
BCC/VP 









Board of County Commissioners
P.O. Box 125 . Terry, MT 59349

Prairie Count Phone: (406) 635-5575 . Fax: (406) 635-5576 . Email: CR@PrairieCounty.org

lVlontana

Re: Railroad Authority

The Prairie County Commissioners are in full support of getting passenger train
service on Montana's south rail line.

Prairie County is the home of elderly residents. Our average age is one of the oldest
in the United States. Reasonable transportation options, currently, are by
automobile only for all our residents.

Being an elderly population, a larger than average percentage of our population do
not have the ability to travel to another community by themselves due to their
physical and mental restrictions that may forbid them from traveling via passenger
car without assistance. We have no bus service and to travel by air our constituents
have to travel 175 miles to the nearest commercial flight airport. Due to age, Prairie
County residents do not have the flexibility or mobility as compared to most other
communities.

Because of Iess demand of coal, use of the southern line has dramatically reduced
rail traffic making room for other uses such as passenger train.

Passenger train would be a huge asset to our elderly population for either points of
final destination or linking to other means of transportation to finaldestination.

Again, we wholeheartedly support.

Board of County Commissioners
Deanna Bockness . Todd Devlin . Dennis Teske
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July 9, 2021 
 
Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Re:  Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant Program 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
As Mayor of the City of Missoula, Montana, I am writing to express my support for Park County and the 
Big Sky Passenger Rail Authority’s (BSPRA) RAISE Grant Program Planning proposal. The proposed 
socio-economic planning study seeks to produce a socio-economic plan focusing on reintroducing 
passenger rails services in a very heavily traversed corridor in the southern region of Montana, following 
the same route used during an eight-year time period when passenger rail services were offered between 
1971 and 1979. The project will combine multiple county resources and staffing and advances the five 
primary selection criteria directed by the USDOT with particular emphasis on safety, quality of life and 
economic competitiveness. The development of the plan also fulfills secondary criteria encompassing a 
broad and resourceful partnership, currently involving 13 Montana counties, with additional counties 
expressing interest in joining the Authority. 
 
The Park County/BSPRA proposal requests funding assistance for a socio-economic study highlighting 
feasibility, route descriptions, existing railroad operations, stations, projected schedules, ridership and 
financial analyses, capital costs and implementation requirements, stakeholder outreach and public 
benefits of expanded passenger rail service to rural areas or towns in many southern and central counties 
of Montana. The ultimate goal is a transformational project for Montana, establishing safe, reliable and 
affordable inter-city, long-distance passenger rail service through southern Montana. 
 
The City of Missoula supports President Biden’s vision to expand funding for passenger rail in the United 
States, and we support the Park County/BSPRA planning study to lay the groundwork for restoration of 
passenger rail through southern Montana. Long-distance passenger rail service provides a vital public 
transportation link for communities in rural states. Restored passenger rail service through Missoula 
would boost tourism, accommodate business travelers, and serve our university’s student population. 
 
This project meets the goals and objectives set forth by the U.S. Department of Transportation and I 
appreciate your consideration of this request. Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
John Engen  
Mayor 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
435 RYMAN  MISSOULA,  MONTANA 59802-4297  (406) 552-6001 
 
 



    Michael Kardoes    Chairperson 

    City Manager                         Dorel Hoglund 

    citymanager@livingstonmontana.org   Vice Chairperson   
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July 6, 2021 
 
 
The Honorable Peter Paul Montgomery Buttigieg 
Secretary of the US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Re:  Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant Program 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 
As the City Manager and Chief Administrative Officer of the City of Livingston, I am writing to convey support for the Park 
County/Big Sky Passenger Rail Authority (BSPRA) RAISE Grant Program Planning proposal. The proposed socio-economic 
planning study seeks to produce a socio-economic plan focusing on reintroducing passenger rails services in a very heavily 
traversed corridor in the southern region of Montana, following the same route used during an eight-year time period 
when passenger rail services were offered between 1971 and 1979. The project will combine multiple county resources and 
staffing and advances the five primary selection criteria directed by the USDOT with particular emphasis on safety, quality 
of life and economic competitiveness. The development of the plan also fulfills secondary criteria encompassing a broad 
and resourceful partnership, currently involving 13 Montana counties, with additional counties expressing interest in joining 
the Authority. 
 
The Park County/BSPRA proposal requests funding assistance for a socio-economic study highlighting feasibility, route 
descriptions, existing railroad operations, stations, projected schedules, ridership and financial analyses, capital costs and 
implementation requirements, stakeholder outreach and public benefits of expanded passenger rail service to rural areas 
or towns in many southern and central counties of Montana. The ultimate goal is a transformational project for Montana, 
establishing safe, reliable and affordable inter-city, long-distance passenger rail service through southern Montana. 
 
We are a community that is heavily reliant on tourism and is keening interested in all forms of transportation which aid in 
bringing citizens of our global community to share in our abundant natural beauty. A plan which focuses on the socio-
economic drivers and benefits would allow for thoughtful dynamic community planning as a foundation from which to build 
this regionally transformative project. 
 
It is evident that this project meets the goals and objectives set forth by the U.S. Department of Transportation and our 
entire community and I would appreciate your consideration of this request.  
 
 
Respectfully, 

 

 
 

Michael J. Kardoes 

City Manager 

mailto:citymanager@livingstonmontana.org
http://www.livingstonmontana.org/












 

 
 

July 8, 2021 
 
 
The Honorable Peter Paul Montgomery Buttigieg 
Secretary of the US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Re: Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant Program 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 
As President and CEO of the nonprofit Rail Passengers Association, I am writing to convey support for the Park County/Big Sky 
Passenger Rail Authority (BSPRA) RAISE Grant Program Planning proposal. The proposed socio-economic planning study seeks to 
produce a socio-economic plan focusing on reintroducing passenger rail services in a very heavily traversed corridor in the 
southern region of Montana, following the same route used during an eight-year time period when passenger rail services were 
offered between 1971 and 1979. The project will combine multiple county resources and staffing and advances the five primary 
selection criteria directed by the USDOT with particular emphasis on safety, quality of life and economic competitiveness. The 
development of the plan also fulfills secondary criteria encompassing a broad and resourceful partnership, currently involving 13 
Montana counties, with additional counties expressing interest in joining the Authority. 
 
The Park County/BSPRA proposal requests funding assistance for a socio-economic study highlighting feasibility, route 
descriptions, existing railroad operations, stations, projected schedules, ridership and financial analyses, capital costs and 
implementation requirements, stakeholder outreach and public benefits of expanded passenger rail service to rural areas or 
towns in many southern and central counties of Montana. The ultimate goal is a transformational project for Montana, 
establishing safe, reliable and affordable inter-city, long-distance passenger rail service through southern Montana. 
 
As I’ve said in my previous congressional testimony, it’s not a question of “if trains make money,” it’s about who trains make 
money for. We know that passenger rail generates value by acting as an economic engine in the communities served — through 
jobs, retail, mobility, tourism and real-estate development. The “profit” is earned not by the operator, in this case Amtrak, but in 
the form of economic growth and prosperity to the communities along the route and generally many multiples of what is spent 
to provide the service. The BSPRA’s study is aimed in part at quantifying those benefits in a meaningful way, demonstrating the 
value of passenger rail, publicly funded transportation networks and the Biden Administration’s commitment to fair access to 
mobility and opportunity throughout the United States but especially in the long overlooked parts of the country that have been 
left behind. 
 
This project fits squarely within the goals and objectives set forth by the U.S. Department of Transportation and we would 
appreciate your consideration of this request.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Jim Mathews 
President & CEO 
Rail Passengers Association/NARP 
 



July 6, 2021 

 

 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg 

US Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

Re:  Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant 

Program 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

 

As the Director of the Western Transportation Institute (WTI) at Montana State University, 

I am writing to convey support for the Park County/Big Sky Passenger Rail Authority 

(BSPRA) RAISE Grant Program Planning proposal. The proposed socio-economic 

planning study seeks to produce a socio-economic plan focusing on reintroducing 

passenger rail services in a very heavily traversed corridor in the southern region of 

Montana, following the same route used during an eight-year time period when passenger 

rail services were offered between 1971 and 1979. The project will combine multiple 

county resources and staffing and advances the five primary selection criteria directed by 

the USDOT with particular emphasis on safety, quality of life and economic 

competitiveness. The development of the plan also fulfills secondary criteria encompassing 

a broad and resourceful partnership, currently involving 13 Montana counties, with 

additional counties expressing interest in joining the Authority. 
 

The Park County/BSPRA proposal requests funding assistance for a socio-economic study 

highlighting feasibility, route descriptions, existing railroad operations, stations, projected 

schedules, ridership and financial analyses, capital costs and implementation requirements, 

stakeholder outreach and public benefits of expanded passenger rail service to rural areas 

or towns in many southern and central counties of Montana. The goal is a transformational 

project for Montana, establishing safe, reliable, and affordable inter-city, long-distance 

passenger rail service through southern Montana. 

 

As a leader in rural transportation research, and a current Tier I University Transportation 

Center, WTI recognizes the importance of conducting studies to determine if data shows 

the need for the implementation of various projects. We believe that this planning effort 

will clearly show a positive benefit/cost ratio, which will highlight the fact that the 

reintroduction of rail service to southern Montana will be a benefit to not only our state, 

but to the nation as a whole. 

 

It is evident that this project meets the goals and objectives set forth by the U.S. Department 

of Transportation and we would appreciate your consideration of this request.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
David Kack, Director 

 



 
 

P.O. Box 173   • 300 College Drive    •    Glendive, MT  59330   •     406-377-7792 

 

July 7, 2021 

 

The Honorable Peter Paul Montgomery Buttigieg 

Secretary of the US Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

Re:  Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) 

Grant Program 

 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

 

As executive director of the Dawson County Economic Development Council, I 

am writing to convey support for the Park County/Big Sky Passenger Rail 

Authority (BSPRA) RAISE Grant Program Planning proposal. The proposed 

socio-economic planning study seeks to produce a socio-economic plan focusing 

on reintroducing passenger rails services in a very heavily traversed corridor in 

the southern region of Montana, following the same route used during an eight-

year time period when passenger rail services were offered between 1971 and 

1979. The project will combine multiple county resources and staffing and 

advances the five primary selection criteria directed by the USDOT with 

particular emphasis on safety, quality of life and economic competitiveness. The 

development of the plan also fulfills secondary criteria encompassing a broad and 

resourceful partnership, currently involving 13 Montana counties, with additional 

counties expressing interest in joining the Authority. 

 

The Park County/BSPRA proposal requests funding assistance for a socio-

economic study highlighting feasibility, route descriptions, existing railroad 

operations, stations, projected schedules, ridership and financial analyses, capital 

costs and implementation requirements, stakeholder outreach and public benefits 

of expanded passenger rail service to rural areas or towns in many southern and 

central counties of Montana. The ultimate goal is a transformational project for 

Montana, establishing safe, reliable and affordable inter-city, long-distance 

passenger rail service through southern Montana. 

 

The people here in Glendive/Dawson County overwhelmingly support restoration 

of passenger rail service through southern Montana. We are confident the 

restoration of that service will create new economic opportunities for our existing 

Main Street businesses as well as aspiring entrepreneurs, as evidenced by the fact 

that the existing Empire Builder service generates over $595 million in annual 

economic activity for the communities it services, with $101 million of that 



generated in Montana’s Hi-Line communities. We are also keen to see our 

residents be presented with greater equity in transportation options, as at present 

the only way for locals to travel to most places within our own state, including our 

state capital, is to drive hundreds of miles through often inclement weather. 

 

It is evident that this project meets the goals and objectives set forth by the U.S. 

Department of Transportation and we would appreciate your consideration of this 

request. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Jason Stuart 

Executive Director 





July 1, 2021

The Honorable Peter Paul Montgomery Buttigieg
Secretary of the US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re:  Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant Program

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As Deputy Director of PCEC, I am writing to convey support for the Park County/Big Sky Passenger Rail
Authority (BSPRA) RAISE Grant Program Planning proposal. The proposed socio-economic planning
study seeks to produce a socio-economic plan focusing on reintroducing passenger rails services in a very
heavily traversed corridor in the southern region of Montana, following the same route used during an
eight-year time period when passenger rail services were offered between 1971 and 1979. The project will
combine multiple county resources and staffing and advances the five primary selection criteria directed
by the USDOT with particular emphasis on safety, quality of life and economic competitiveness. The
development of the plan also fulfills secondary criteria encompassing a broad and resourceful partnership,
currently involving 13 Montana counties, with additional counties expressing interest in joining the
Authority.

The Park County/BSPRA proposal requests funding assistance for a socio-economic study highlighting
feasibility, route descriptions, existing railroad operations, stations, projected schedules, ridership and
financial analyses, capital costs and implementation requirements, stakeholder outreach and public
benefits of expanded passenger rail service to rural areas or towns in many southern and central counties
of Montana. The ultimate goal is a transformational project for Montana, establishing safe, reliable and
affordable inter-city, long-distance passenger rail service through southern Montana.

The Park County Environmental Council (PCEC) is a place-based conservation organization, working at a
local level to protect the environment and wild landscapes of Park County, Montana just north of
Yellowstone National Park. PCEC has cultivated a powerful bench of over 3,000 citizens and small
businesses committed to conservation, and are building a local movement that shares a vision to preserve
wild, open landscapes and resilient rural communities.

PCEC supports local initiatives that foster community resiliency, reduce human impacts to our
environment and that connect Park County residents to the natural environment. For example, PCEC
chairs a local initiative, the Active Transportation Coalition (ATC), with a mission “to promote healthy,
active, safe and connected communities to all residents and guests by engaging in thoughtful design in

PO BOX 164, LIVINGSTON, MT 59047 • 406.222.0723 • INFO@PCECMT.ORG • WWW.PCECMT.ORG



consideration of all modes of transportation.” Through the ATC, we are working to connect community
members to essential services, to the outdoors and to one another in ways that don’t depend on personal
vehicles. The reintroduction of the rail service would reduce increasing tourism traffic, introduce safer
commuting options for residents and bolster our local economy in ways we have not seen since before the
passenger railroad departed our town.

It is evident that this project meets the goals and objectives set forth in our strategic direction and the
goals by the U.S. Department of Transportation and we would appreciate your consideration of this
request.

Thank you for your time and consideration, please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Sincerely

Program Director

Park County Environmental Council

PO BOX 164, LIVINGSTON, MT 59047 • 406.222.0723 • INFO@PCECMT.ORG • WWW.PCECMT.ORG



Associated Students of the University of Montana 

University Center, Suite 104, Missoula, Montana  59812 
phone: 406.243.2451    |    email: asum.student@mso.umt.edu    |    web: umt.edu/asum 

July 9, 2021 

Secretary Peter Paul Montgomery Buttigieg 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Re:  Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant Program 

Dear Secretary Buttigeig: 

As President of the Associated Students of the University of Montana (ASUM), I am writing to express 
my support for Park County and the Big Sky Passenger Rail Authority’s (BSPRA) RAISE Grant Program 
Planning proposal. Park County and BSPRA seek to produce a socio-economic plan focusing on 
reintroducing passenger rails services in a very heavily traversed corridor in the southern region of 
Montana, following the same route used during an eight-year time period when passenger rail services 
were offered between 1971 and 1979. The project will combine multiple county resources and staffing 
and advances the five primary selection criteria directed by the USDOT with particular emphasis on 
safety, quality of life and economic competitiveness. The development of the plan also fulfills secondary 
criteria encompassing a broad and resourceful partnership, currently involving 13 Montana counties, with 
additional counties expressing interest in joining the Authority. 

The Park County/BSPRA proposal requests funding assistance for a socio-economic study highlighting 
feasibility, route descriptions, existing railroad operations, stations, projected schedules, ridership and 
financial analyses, capital costs and implementation requirements, stakeholder outreach and public benefits 
of expanded passenger rail service to rural areas or towns in many southern and central counties of Montana. 
The ultimate goal is a transformational project for Montana, establishing safe, reliable and affordable inter-
city, long-distance passenger rail service through southern Montana. 

ASUM is the elected student government for the University of Montana. As ASUM’s President, I support 
Park County and BSPRA’s planning study to lay the groundwork for restoration of passenger rail through 
southern Montana. In Montana, some students have to travel hundreds of miles to access higher education, 
often in inclement weather. States like Montana need more equitable, sustainable transportation options. 
Expanding passenger rail throughout the United States is essential for accessing opportunity in rural 
America.  

This project meets the goals and objectives set forth by the U.S. Department of Transportation and I 
appreciate your consideration of this request. Please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions. 

Kind regards, 

Noah Durnell 
President, Associated Students of the University of Montana 



 
 

 

July 1, 2021 
 
The Honorable Peter Paul Montgomery Buttigieg 
Secretary of the US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Re:  Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant Program 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 
As CEO of Bridger Aerospace Group Holdings, LLC and its subsidiaries, I am writing to convey support 
for the Park County/Big Sky Passenger Rail Authority (BSPRA) RAISE Grant Program Planning proposal. 
The proposed socio-economic planning study seeks to produce a socio-economic plan focusing on 
reintroducing passenger rails services in a very heavily traversed corridor in the southern region of Montana, 
following the same route used during an eight-year time period when passenger rail services were offered 
between 1971 and 1979. The project will combine multiple county resources and staffing and advances the 
five primary selection criteria directed by the USDOT with particular emphasis on safety, quality of life 
and economic competitiveness. The development of the plan also fulfills secondary criteria encompassing 
a broad and resourceful partnership, currently involving 13 Montana counties, with additional counties 
expressing interest in joining the Authority. 
 
The Park County/BSPRA proposal requests funding assistance for a socio-economic study highlighting 
feasibility, route descriptions, existing railroad operations, stations, projected schedules, ridership and 
financial analyses, capital costs and implementation requirements, stakeholder outreach and public benefits 
of expanded passenger rail service to rural areas or towns in many southern and central counties of Montana. 
The ultimate goal is a transformational project for Montana, establishing safe, reliable and affordable inter-
city, long-distance passenger rail service through southern Montana. 
 
Bridger Aerospace, primarily located at the Bozeman airport, employs over 100 personnel living in southern 
Montana. Due to the current cost of living in the Bozeman area, many have chosen to purchase homes in 
neighboring locales and commute to the primary location. Many of these commutes include hazardous 
mountain passes, wildlife frequented roadways, and ever-changing road conditions. The reintroduction of 
the rail service would provide these employees with an alternative mode of transportation. It would also 
provide a cost-effective way for employees and their families to experience southern Montana attractions 
in their free time. 
 
It is evident that this project meets the goals and objectives set forth by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation. The Bridger Aerospace family would appreciate your consideration of this request.  
 
Yours truly,  

 
Timothy P. Sheehy, CEO of Bridger Aerospace Group Holdings, LLC and its subsidiaries
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